THE PRESENT SITUATION

faith is selflessness. This movement in Bengal, this
movement of Nationalism is not guided by any self-
interest, not at the heart of it. Whatever there may -
be in some minds, it is not, at the heart of it, a political
self-interest that we are pursuing. It is a religion which
we are trying to live. It is a religion by which we
are trying to realise God in the nation, in our fellow-
countrymen. We are trying to realise him in the
three hundred millions of our people. We are trying,
some of us consciously, some of us unconsciously, we
are trying to live not for our own interests, but to
work and to die for others. When a young worker
in Bengal has to go to jai!3 when he is asked to suffer,
he does not feel any pang in that suffering, he does
not fear suffering. He goes forward with joy. He
says, "The hour of my consecration has come, and
I have to thank God now that the time for laying
myself on his altar has arrived and that I have been
chosen to suffer for the good of my countrymen. This
is the hour of my greatest joy and the fulfilment of
my life." This is the second aspect of our religion,
and is the absolute denial of the idea of one's separate
self, and the finding of one's higher eternal Self in
the three hundred millions of people in whom God
himself lives.

The third thing which is again another name for
faith and selflessness is courage. When you believe
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